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Hefseik During Krias Shema

Chumash:

The Torah says in Devarim “and you shall speak in these words…”. The simple meaning of the passuk is that you should speak words of Torah at all times (when you lie down, when you rise up, when you are sitting in your house and when you walk on the road). 


Gemara:

The Gemara in Yoma 19b interprets this verse differently. We know from much of the first and second prakim of Meseches Berachos that this entire verse is not only speaking about Divrei Torah but also the Mitzvah of Krias Shema. Based on that the Gemara in Yoma derives yet another halacha from this verse regarding Krias Shema. The verse says “and you shall speak in them…”. That is to say it is mutar to speak (common speech) during the recitation of the words of Shema.

Based on this premise the sages argue exactly how we define this heter to talk during Krias Shema.

Mishnah:

The Mishnah in Berachos on 13a records a machlokes between R. Meir who says in between paragraphs a person may both greet or respond to someone out of honor in the middle of a paragraph he may greet or respond to someone out of fear and R. Yehudah who says that during the middle of a paragraph a person may greet out of fear and respond out of honor and in between paragraphs a person may greet out of honor and respond to any circumstance.


Mishnah/ Gemara:



The breakdown of the “bein haprakim” is as follows:

a) Between the first and second beracho

b) Between the second beracho and the Shema

c) Between the first and second paragraph

d) Between the second and third paragraph

e) One should not make a hefseik between “Hashem Elokeichem Emes” and “Veyatziv” (day) or Veemunah”’ (nigtht).

f) One should not make a hefseik between “Ga’al Israel” and Shemoneh Esrei this is known as “Smichas Geulah Letefillah”

The Rishonim argue as to how to define the phrase “out of fear” in the Mishnah.

Rashi:

He defines “out of fear” as fear for life. (i.e. a gentile king or other dangerous person)

Rosh:

He defines “out of fear” as awe. (i.e. your father, rabbi, or a person who is greater than you in wisdom of Torah is present. These are people that the Torah gives specific mitzvos to fear.)


Shulchan Aruch:

The halacha follows the opinion of R.Yehuda. In terms of defining fear the Shulchan Aruch brings down both Rashi and the Rosh.

The passuk of Shema Israel and Baruch Shem Kavod Malchuso don’t apply to this heter of greeting or responding even out of fear unless there is a legitimate pikuach nefesh.


Sefer Hachinuch:

This issue of greeting and responding during Krias Shema is not an absolute heter. It is based entirely on “kepeidah”. 


Mishnah Brurah:

Based on this Sefer Hachinuch it would follow that nowadays since people aren’t makpid on these formal greetings the way they once were the heter of greeting and responding doesn’t apply.

Even today in a case of fear of bodily damage or monetary loss you can greet or respond during any part of the Krias Shema except the Passuk Rishon and “Baruch Shem Kavod”. In a situation of fear of life you can even be mafsik during the Passuk Rishon.


The poskim learn out an interesting din from the halacha of R. Yehuda above.


Rosh/ Rov Rishonim:

They learned out from logic that answering to Kadish, Kedusha, Barochu, and Modim is equal to responding out of fear and therefore it is mutar. Here the sevara of the Sefer Hachinuch doesn’t apply since Hashem is certainly still makpid on his Kavod.


Sefer Mitzvos Katan:

He adds that the Amens following Hakel Hakadosh and Shomeyah Tefillah are also in this category. Based on the Smak we have the phrase the “Big Six” 

Shulchan Aruch:

He brings down the halacha like the Rosh and Rov Rishonim he emphasizes that the answering to Modim means just saying the words “Modim Anachnu Loch”.


Rema:

He brings down the Sefer Mitzvos Katan as well.


Mishnah Brurah:

Answering to Kaddish means saying “Amen Yehei Shmei Rabah… Ulealmayah” and the Amen after “Da’amiran Bealmah” 

Answering to Kedusha means just saying “Kadosh …” and “Baruch …” not “Yimloch …” or “Nekadesh…” as well as any of the other add ins for Shabbos.

If Birchos Htorah are said in during Krias Hatorah you would answer to the Borachu and if you are in between paragraphs even Amen.

Regarding the halachos of putting on tallis and Tefillin during Krias Shema and Pesukei Dezimra see the sugyah of “The Preparation for Davening”

If a person hears thunder or lightening during Shema the Mishneh Brurah brings a machlokes whether or not to make the Beracho therefore it is in the category of safeik berachos lehakeil.

In terms of answering to the “Big Six” during other parts of tefillah we hold it is a kal vechomer that a person should do it. By Shemoneh Esrei the halacha is that we don’t answer to anything even the “Big Six”.

In terms of answering Amen to other Berachos while in the “Bein Haprakim of Shema and its Berachos the Achronim have agreed that we should.

As far as answering Amen to a Beracho during other parts of Tefillah during Pesukei Dezimra we don’t do it but during the post Shemoneh Esrei prayers we do.


Mishnah Brurah:

When being mafsik b’heter in the middle of a passuk there is a machlokes what to do some say that you continue where you left off and others say that you have to reread the passuk unless you were in a part of the passuk that ended a thought. The Mishnah Brurah favors the stringent approach.

Until now we have been defining what type of speech is theoretically permissible during the Krias Shema. However we will now learn that there is a very important condition in this heter that is the permissible length of time for this hefseik. The derivation of this information is very much tied up with th ehalachos of hefseik regarding Shemoneh esrei and other speech related mitzvos. 

Gemara:

The Gemara in Berachos 22b says if someone was in the middle of Shemoneh Esrei and urine began to drip down his leg he must stop. When he resumes (see Tosafos there) there is a machlokes Amoraim from where he continues the recitation. One opinion says he picks up where he left off and the other says he must begin again. The Gemara adds that if the pause was long enough to say the whole Shemoneh Esrei then according to everyone he must start from the beginning.


Gemara:

In Berachos 24b the Gemara mentions a different case. Rav Abahu followed Rav Yochanan into a dirty ally. Rav Abahu (who was in the middle of reciting the Krias Shema) stopped saying the Shema when they went in to the ally. Afterwards he asked Rav Yochanan where he should resume. Rav Yochanan answered him that I hold you don’t need to stop at all in this place but you who hold that you do. Therefore if you paused long enough to say the whole Shema then you have to start again.


Gemara:

The Gemara in Rosh Hashana 34b we see that for Shofar and Megilla even if there was a hefseik long enough to finish them entirely the person still picks up where he left off.


Rif/ Rambam/ Ramban:

They hold that for Shofar, Megilla, Shema and any other mitzvah except Shemoneh Esrei the halacha is like the Gemara in Rosh Hashana even though in Berachos Rav Yochanan said for Shema go back to the beginning we don’t poskin like him there. For Shemoneh Esrei the halacha is that for any hefseik long enough to finish the whole thing you go back to the beginning otherwise to the place you left off.


Tosafos/ Rosh/ The Sar Mikutzi:

They hold that the cases of Rav Yochanan and Rav Abahu as well as the case of urine by Shemoneh Esrei are unique in that they were cases of oneis in which the person couldn’t continue. There we say that if the break is long enough to finish the whole thing you go back to the beginning. In Rosh Hashana although the break was long enough to finish the whole thing he picks up where he left off since the hefseik wasn’t an oneis and he could have technically continued.


Shulchan Aruch:



He poskins like the Rambam and the Rif.


Rema:



He poskins like the Tosafos and the Rosh.


Mishnah Brurah:

The Mishnah Brurah brings down the Magen Avraham that says that regarding the definition of oneis within the Rema it is different by Krias Shema than it is by Shemoneh Esrei. By Krias Shema oneis is defined as the person was not able to daven because either he or his place were fundamentally unfit but if he stopped for any other reason he would be considered beratzon and would not have to start again. By Shemoneh Esrei since Rambam Rif and Ramban hold you always go back to the beginning when the hefseik was “cdei ligmor es kula” so therefore even though we don’t hold like them we still define oneis in a more broad way then by Shema and as a result by Shemoneh Esrei even external reasons for not being able to daven like an ox, scorpion, or robbers coming your way would be considered an oneis and a person would have to start again.

He points out that this definintion of oneis by Krias Shema applies to a hefseik of silence or speech. Similarly accidental speech would have the same halacha as above. If a person talked bemeizid during Shema “cdei ligmor es kula” even though meikar hadin he can continue from the passuk he was in lechatchilla he should start from the beginning of Shema.  

The halacha regarding a hefseik during the Berachos of Shema is slightly different since there we say the Berachos are not meakeiv eachother. Therefore if a person made a hefseik during a Beracho of Shema even if it was “cdei ligmor es kula” he can resume where he was in the Beracho. The only exception is if the hefseik was so long he could have finished the entire Shema with its Berachos then he must start at the beginning of the Beracho.


Mishnah Brurah:

Anytime a person makes an illegal hefseik during Krias Shema as long as the hefseik was not longer than the amount of time it takes that person to read the three paragraphs he can continue from the passuk he was in some say the beginning some say where he left of if it was the end of a thought.

Notes:


Finish off the above (fill in the gaps). 


Add in 65:2-3 Entering a shul where they are in the middle of the Shema. 


Add in 66:2 Putting on Tallis and Tefillin during the Bein Haprakim.


Add in 66:4 A Kohen who was called to the Torah while in the middle of Krias Shema.

Add in 66:6-10 The halachos of hefseik from Emes Veyatziv through the beginning of Shemaoneh Esrei.

Add in Siman 68 Hefseik of Piutim

